
2021: Going Back to Our Roots

The last two years have been, to say the
least, challenging. In 2020, as the
pandemic was spreading rapidly through
the Spring, we made the difficult decision
to forego the in-person camp season for
the health and safety of our campers and
staff. 

With a renewed commitment to bringing
the camp experience back for Phoenix-
area kids, we hired a full-time Camp
Director in January and began putting
plans in place for a 2021 season. 

Through careful planning and an abiding
commitment to health and safety for our
participants, Camp Colley once again
welcomed campers to our location in
Happy Jack, Ariz. Sadly, after just three
weeks of camp, we were forced to close
once again, this time because of the
devastating fire season throughout the
area. 

Despite being incredibly disappointed
that we could not complete the entire
summer, we did have some successes of
which we are incredibly proud:

Dear Valued Friend of Camp Colley,
In fall of this year, Richard Berg, our
Executive Director, tendered his
resignation with the Camp Colley
Foundation to pursue other opportunities. 

His departure, coupled with two back-to-
back summers without operating camp at
its fullest capacity, led the Foundation’s
Board of Directors to make the difficult
decision to no longer serve as the camp
operator and shift our attention to raising
scholarship funds for City of Phoenix kids
to attend other camps of their choosing. 

What’s Next?
The dedicated volunteers of the Camp
Colley Foundation Board reacted quickly
and entered into a contract with an
interim executive director who will assist
the organization as it returns to its
original mission - with a twist. 

The original mission of the Camp Colley
Foundation was to fund scholarships to
provide underserved Phoenix children
with the opportunity to attend Camp
Colley free of charge. Since our inception
in 2004, we have funded scholarships for
4,000 Phoenix children.

-      Completed the majority of the

American Camping Association
requirements to become an 
accredited camp. 

-      Created an earned income model to
offset the cost of camp operations
by selling selected spots.

-      Targeted recruitment of children in
foster care, transitioning from
homelessness to City of Phoenix
housing and children from Phoenix
community centers.

-      Served more than 150 children during 
the first three weeks of camp.

-      Enrolled more than 400 campers for 

the summer.



Alison Johnston, Interim Executive Director

Sarah Porter, President

Our new model will focus on raising
scholarship funds to send City of Phoenix
children to sleep-away and day camps in
Arizona. We will create partnerships with a
variety of camps who will then be
responsible for offering scholarships to
underserved City of Phoenix children based
on a set of requirements established by
Camp Colley Foundation. 

The City of Phoenix will be a partner in this
new model as they have offered to
communicate and market our scholarship
program to all families who participate in
their Parks and Recreation programs. 

Bigger Impact
We are so excited about this new model as
it provides an opportunity for the Camp
Colley Foundation to provide a free summer
camp experience to more children. Our
scholarships will be in addition to existing
scholarship programs that camps may
already offer so we will be doubling the
impact. Establishing partnerships with a
diverse set of camps enables us to serve a
broader segment of underserved City of
Phoenix children such as those with
disabilities or special interests such as
music or art.

Importance of Camp
High-quality camp experiences are vital
educational opportunities for children to
engage in social and emotional learning.
Activities that challenge both their minds
and bodies help develop and strengthen
critical skills and resilient dispositions that
help young people to boost their
confidence so they can thrive in school and
in their early careers. 

Camp helps children bridge societal divides
that often limit them from building
friendships with kids from other walks of
life. It provides an environment where
unstructured learning occurs and allows
children to try new things and overcome
their fears. We cannot begin to understand
the long-term educational and social
impacts of the pandemic and remote
learning on children. What we do know is
that summer camp provides a wholistic
experience for kids to have fun, learn, be
inspired and just be kids.
 
We have included a donation form for your
convenience. Your support will help us send
hundreds of City of Phoenix children to
camp this summer. Thank you for giving
them an experience of a lifetime.

Alison Johnston is serving as Interim
Executive Director for the Camp Colley
Foundation. Alison has extensive
experience working with many Arizona
and national non-profit organizations on
leadership, fundraising, grant writing and
capital campaign projects raising more
than $10M to date. Since arriving in
Arizona in 2007, Alison has developed
strong relationships with donors,
foundations, and corporate sponsors
throughout the Valley.

Alison understands the importance and
significance of a camp experience having
attended both day and sleep-away camps
for most of her childhood and then
becoming a counselor at the day camp
she attended in her early years. Her
husband, James, has more than 30 years
of experience as a Camp Director for a
sleep-away camp in Massachusetts. 

Prior to starting her own company, Alison
held various leadership roles in non-profit
organizations including  Chief Operating
Officer and Executive Vice President of
The Phoenix Symphony; Chief Operating
Officer of the Valley of the Sun Jewish
Community Center;  Executive Director of
Ballet Arizona and Chief Operating Officer
of PetSmart Charities.  Earlier in her
career, she spent 12 years with Citigroup
Latin America and the Caribbean, holding
various senior level positions in Nassau,
Bahamas, Caracas, Venezuela and the
United States.    

Alison has her MBA in Marketing from the
Joseph A. Martino School of Business at
Fordham University, NY, and her B.S. of
Journalism from the Medill School of
Journalism, Northwestern University,
Evanston, IL.

Alison is an avid golfer, swimmer and
fitness enthusiast and enjoys the
outdoors as well as spending time with
her family and friends.    



THANK YOU!
The Camp Colley Foundation and our campers are deeply grateful

to the following donors for their support in 2020 and 2021.
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Donation Amount $__________ If paying by check, please make payment to Camp Colley Foundation.

 

Credit Card Information (Please check one)

 

           _____ Visa          _____ Mastercard         _____ American Express             _____ Discover

 

Name on Credit Card___________________________________________________________________________

 

 

Credit Card Number____________________________________________________________________________

 

CSV Code_______________ (Number on back of card)

 

Expiration Date____________

 

Donor Signature___________________________________________________________________

Thank you for making a donation to Camp Colley Foundation. A gift of any amount directly supports our efforts

to provide scholarships for low-income Phoenix children to attend summer camp.

 

As a qualifying charitable organization, our donors may take advantage of the Arizona Charitable Tax Credit.

The limit for Charitable Organization Tax Credit donations is $400 for an individual and $800 for a married

couple filing jointly. Anyone who files taxes in Arizona can claim this tax credit. It is separate from other tax

credits, such as the private and public/charter school tax credits. So, that means you can claim them all.

 

It’s easy! All you have to do is make a donation to Camp Colley now, and then fill out Form 321 with your state

taxes to claim the credit. Please be sure to include Camp Colley’s Qualifying Charitable Organization (QCO)

code 20872. You will then receive a 100% credit for the donation you made when you file your tax refund. 

 

Many corporations will also match employee donations to charities. Contact your HR department to see if your

employer will match your donation!

Camp Colley Foundation is a 501(C)3 nonprofit organization, EIN # 16-1706639. Your contribution is tax deductible to the extend allowed by law.

_________________________________________________________________________

Camp Colley Foundation scholarships are 100% funded by individual donors, local community foundations

and Arizona businesses. 

 

Donations can be processed by visiting www.campcolley.org/donate or if you prefer, please complete the

form below and send to Camp Colley Foundation, 216 W. Portland Street, Phoenix, AZ 85003.


